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PREFACE

This piece was written in Berlin for a Japanese guitarist, Masayuki Kato in
1991. | was always interested in non-European cultures, and | love
Japanese music, especially, as a guitarist, the Koto. Anyway, | felt that it
was the right moment to begin when Masayuki Kato came to me with the
Japanese song "Sunayama".

This piece is a fantasy. It begins with a 12 bar passage containing the
theme in the bass, kind of "cantus firmus" or just a simple counterpoint,
meanwhile, the upper voice creates the atmosphere. It follows through
free variations (bar 13-38) which develop the piece into a free music, of
course still using the original style and material.

Alternative moods lead to a virtuostic passage (approx. bar 80) which is
one of the climaxes of the piece. After a minute of very quiet music we
are into the finale (mostly in 6/8) and again at the third bar the theme
appears in the bass line. Finally we have the coda (M.M. 126) which
concludes again with a very strong virtuostic passage.

December 2002
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for Masayuki Kato

Sunayama Henge

Verwandlung
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Carlo Domeniconi, Op. 71a
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